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August 9, 2026
Dr M. Lachemi, president and Vice-Chancellor
Toronto Metropolitan University

Dear Dr Lachemi,
Re: Two troubling incidents on Egerton Ryerson

1.The Canadian Institute for Historical Education

The Canadian Institute for Historical Education put on a theatrical production, “The Trial of Egerton Ryerson,” at the Arts and Letters
Club on 8 and 9 February, 2026. It was well done and well received. However, two TMU students employed there walked out. One
was in tears, apparently afraid that if she stayed, she would be given a bad time by other TMU students for not being anti-Ryerson.
The Arts and Letters Club wanted to play a video of the “Trial” for Doors Open, but felt it could not, because of the fears of the TMU
students (their employees). As to how dangerous the play was, it is on the website of the Friends of Egerton Ryerson, as well as that
of the CIHE. Videos - Friends of Egerton Ryerson.

2. The incident at the Eye-opener

Our other concern is with an ad the Friends of Egerton Ryerson prepared for the Eye-opener, inviting people to a public lecture by
Professor Patrice Dutil, “Egerton Ryerson as a Humanist,” for March 25. After it was prepared the Masthead wanted it cancelled,
concerned that “Friends of Egerton Ryerson promotes harmful messaging towards marginalized groups on campus.” It provided no
examples. So, TMU students (and perhaps faculty and staff) would be harmfully affected by being invited to a scholarly lecture on
Ryerson!

Again, this is not how universities are intended to function. Rather, for centuries, they have been sanctuaries where researchers could
pursue unpopular ideas and evaluate the strength of the evidence for and against them.

It gets worse, for TMU, under your administration, continues to advertise false “facts” on Ryerson. We have offered to give you a
briefing on what is wrong with your plaque, still up since 2018. Ryerson had nothing to do with the “design” or “implementation” of
the residential school system, but supported the voluntary, day schools, bilingual (Ojibwe and English).

We were led to believe, in August 2024, by Vice-President Forbes, that TMU wanted to take the plaque down, but had to consult some
persons. Apparently some wanted a ceremony. Ceremony or not, the plaque is false advertising and should be removed. It should be
stored at the Archives, for it is now part of Toronto’s disgraceful “cancel culture” history and doubtless, in due course, people will
want to find out what went on.

Much more needs to be done, but we urge you, at the very least, to make a start before your term is up. Remove that fallacious plaque.
Yours sincerely,

45 Friends of Egerton Ryerson

Copies to the Minister of Colleges and Universities and all MPPs
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