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1 December 2025 
 

Dr M. Lachemi, president and Vice-Chancellor 
Toronto Metropolitan University                                                                                    
re: your plaque with false accusations 
 
Dear Dr Lachemi,  
 
We have written you before about the continued presence on the TMU campus, at the Gould St. entrance, of the plaque 
you unveiled in June 2018, a plaque with several factual errors, all condemning Egerton Ryerson for things he did not do. 
Not even the Standing Strong Task Force made such accusations. 
 
Conversations with V.P. Michael Forbes led us to believe that the university wanted the plaque down. Indeed it seemed 
that this could happen last fall. The apparent excuse for not proceeding has been the need to consult someone who had 
departed the university and was unreachable by email! We subsequently learned that he wanted a ceremony to take 
place on the removal of the plaque. We do not see how a ceremony can undo the damage done by false accusations, but 
leaving them up longer would be worse. 
 
We have offered a briefing on Ryerson, but our offer was not accepted. It is still open. There is now a published 
literature correcting the false facts on your plaque, such as: 

• Stagg, Ronald and Patrice Dutil. “The Imbecile Attack on Egerton Ryerson.” Dorchester Review (3 June 2021): The 
Imbecile Attack on Egerton Ryerson – The Dorchester Review 12 August 2021 

• McDonald, Lynn.  “How a ‘Maker of Canada’ was Framed: The unjust treatment of Egerton Ryerson.” The 1867 
Project: Why Canada should be cherished—not cancelled, ed. Mark Milke. Calgary: Aristotle Foundation for 
Public Policy, 2023, 1108-18. 

  
Further, the Canadian Institute for Historical Education is putting on a theatrical “trial” of Egerton Ryerson, at the Arts 
and Letters Club, 8 February 2026. 
 
For us, it is shameful that a public university, to which we contribute our tax dollars, should be the source of a 
disinformation campaign. Universities should be a “beacon of light,” especially now when social media campaigns are so 
easy to launch. Some of your former students may be content with misinformation and/or disinformation, but as the 
president of the university you should counter such errors. 
  
37 Friends of Egerton Ryerson 
 
Reply to  freindsofegertonryerson@gmail.com 
 

https://friendsofegertonryerson.ca/
mailto:friendsofegertonryerson@gmail.com
https://www.dorchesterreview.ca/blogs/news/the-imbecile-attack-on-egerton-ryerson
https://www.dorchesterreview.ca/blogs/news/the-imbecile-attack-on-egerton-ryerson
mailto:freindsofegertonryerson@gmail.com

	1 December 2025
	Dr M. Lachemi, president and Vice-Chancellor
	Toronto Metropolitan University                                                                                   
	re: your plaque with false accusations
	Dear Dr Lachemi, 
	We have written you before about the continued presence on the TMU campus, at the Gould St. entrance, of the plaque you unveiled in June 2018, a plaque with several factual errors, all condemning Egerton Ryerson for things he did not do. Not even the Standing Strong Task Force made such accusations.
	Conversations with V.P. Michael Forbes led us to believe that the university wanted the plaque down. Indeed it seemed that this could happen last fall. The apparent excuse for not proceeding has been the need to consult someone who had departed the university and was unreachable by email! We subsequently learned that he wanted a ceremony to take place on the removal of the plaque. We do not see how a ceremony can undo the damage done by false accusations, but leaving them up longer would be worse.
	We have offered a briefing on Ryerson, but our offer was not accepted. It is still open. There is now a published literature correcting the false facts on your plaque, such as:
	 Stagg, Ronald and Patrice Dutil. “The Imbecile Attack on Egerton Ryerson.” Dorchester Review (3 June 2021): The Imbecile Attack on Egerton Ryerson – The Dorchester Review 12 August 2021
	 McDonald, Lynn.  “How a ‘Maker of Canada’ was Framed: The unjust treatment of Egerton Ryerson.” The 1867 Project: Why Canada should be cherished—not cancelled, ed. Mark Milke. Calgary: Aristotle Foundation for Public Policy, 2023, 1108-18.
	 
	Further, the Canadian Institute for Historical Education is putting on a theatrical “trial” of Egerton Ryerson, at the Arts and Letters Club, 8 February 2026.
	For us, it is shameful that a public university, to which we contribute our tax dollars, should be the source of a disinformation campaign. Universities should be a “beacon of light,” especially now when social media campaigns are so easy to launch. Some of your former students may be content with misinformation and/or disinformation, but as the president of the university you should counter such errors.
	 
	37 Friends of Egerton Ryerson
	Reply to  freindsofegertonryerson@gmail.com
	Word Bookmarks
	m_8817258736154302224__Hlk135926225
	m_8817258736154302224__Hlk135925639
	m_8817258736154302224__Hlk136675895
	m_8817258736154302224__Hlk136675851


