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CHAPTER SIX  
ADOLPHUS EGERTON RYERSON, D.D. – 1803 - 1882 
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In the fireproof cabinet in Ryerson’s Archives Room there is a souvenir reprint of the 
first issue of the CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN (November 21, 1829), presented by The 
United Church OBSERVER, as a memento of the 150th anniversary event, Wednesday 
November 21, 1979.   
 

The copy of the original is mostly legible, but not easily read.  I have chosen to include 
only the last column of the last page (as printed) as an example of the articles which 
were written in the first copy of the Christian Guardian.  The words which were 
unclear I have put in brackets. 

May not little girls be very useful? 

 There is a great many Sunday 
Schools in London, in which hundreds 
and thousands of children are instructed.  
The Teachers in some of them make it a 
rule, if any of the children are absent, to 
go to their residences and inquire the 
cause.  It happened on Sunday, that a 
gentleman missed a little girl, who was in 
the habit of attending very regularly.  So 
he thought that he would go to her 
home, and inquire the reason of her 
absence.  She lived a little way out of 
London, in a poor cottage.  When he got 
to the house, he inquired of the child’s 
mother if her daughter was at home? 

 “No,” replied the mother, “she is 
not, at present; she is gone to a 
neighbour’s house; shall I fetch her? 

 The gentleman said he would not 
give her the trouble, but, if she would 
show him the house, he would go 
himself.  So he wished her a good 
morning, and went.  When he got to the 
house, he opened the door gently, and 
what do you think he saw?  He saw a poor 
man (immensely) ill, listening and his 
little Sunday scholar sitting in the (chair) 
reading the Bible to him.  The child was 
not ashamed of what she was doing, but 
she blushed  to think that her Teacher 
should find her (thus) employed.  So she 
ran out and went home directly. 

 When she was gone the gentleman 
said to the poor dying man,--“Does this 
little girl often come to read to you?” 

 “Oh yes!” he replied: “she is a dear 
child; she often comes to see me and she 
has told me a great deal about God, and 
Jesus Christ, and about myself, which I 
never knew before and I praise and 

bless God for sending her to me.” 

 The gentleman thanked God for 
this pleasing proof of the blessing which 
attends Sunday School labours. 

 The next Sunday he thought he 
would speak to the little girl on the 
subject of her visit to the poor dying 
cottager.  So he took her aside into a 
room by themselves, and said,--“My dear 
child, what made you go and read to that 
poor dying neighbour of yours?” 

 She hung down her head and 
blushed very much and at last when he 
pressed her for an answer she said.—
“Well, you know, Sir, the other Sunday I 
read in my lesson at School, in St. James’ 
epistle, “that pure religion and undefiled, 
before God and the Father, is this; to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction.” 

 Here she stopped.  But the 
gentleman, who was greatly affected 
could not help offering up an earnest 
prayer to God that the latter part of the 
verse might be fulfilled in her own 
experience, and that, through his grace, 
she might “keep herself unspotted from 
the world.”  -- Sunday School Gleanings. 
                 ______________ 

 Reader, set high value upon the 
word of God and read it with much 
prayer; so shall it be “a lamp to thy feet; 
and a light to thy paths.”  
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“Egerton Ryerson’s Legacy Lives On” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


