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Hon. Doug Ford and Hon. Paul Calandra May 7, 2025

Dear Premier and Minister Calandra
re: The antics of TDSB

We were pleased to learn of Paul Calandra’s remarks on the disgraceful wasting of money by several school boards.
However we write with another concern, not only the wasting of taxpayer money but the three school renamings voted
on by the TDSB. All three are without foundation—meaning a careful look at the evidence.

Did you know that Sir John A. Macdonald never legislated residential schools? The 1884 law he introduced stated
“schools,” not “residential schools,” brought in decades after his death.

Did you know that Egerton Ryerson never mentioned the words “residential school” in any of his writing? He supported
the voluntary day schools, bilingual (Ojibwe and English) that Indigenous parents and leaders wanted. For his support of
the land claims of the Missisaugas of the Credit, he was named a “brother” by an Ojibwe chief, and given an Ojibwe
name.

Did you know that the pro-bono appeal case Henry Dundas won resulted in all slaves in Scotland being freed? Or that he
saw to the U.K. Parliament’s adopting, for the first time, a motion against the slave trade? Or that he nominated John
Graves Simcoe to be the first lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada? a fellow abolitionist who saw to the adoption of a
law ending slavery in Ontario, albeit gradually, but making Ontario the first jurisdiction in the British Empire to abolish
slavery?

Ontarians should be proud that our colony/province was the first. Instead, by some morbid quirk, people go in for self-
accusations and false guilt. Yes, we say condemn the villains on residential schools, but get them right!

We urge you to enact a moratorium on all school (and road and building) renamings until an appropriate process has
been developed to evaluate renaming proposals. In the case of the TDSB not one historian was consulted, nor did its
staff committee examine so much as a book or article on the subject; their documentation was pathetic. As lawyer Mark
Johnson pointed out in an op-ed, the renamings are probably illegal.

We would be happy to provide a briefing for you and other MPPs on the merits and de-merits of cancelling the good
names of these three great historical personages.

While we, with other Canadians, are under threat by President Trump, this is not the time to belittle our distinct
heritage. We don’t want to become the 51st state, no more than Sir John A. wanted Canada to be annexed to the United
States when it started a trade war against Canada in 1890.

Recommended:

e “On Naming and Renaming” of the Canadian Institute for Historical Education, and “Procedure for Considering
Renaming Requests” of Yale University.
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Yours sincerely.
76 Friends of Egerton Ryerson




