FRIENDS OF
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November 25, 2024

Hon. Graham McGregor, (Acting) minister of Heritage
Hon. Nolan Quinn, Minister of Colleges and Universities

Dear Mr McGregor and Mr Quinn
Re: the loss/destruction of the Egerton Ryerson statue

We write with concern that the fine bronze statue commissioned in honour of Egerton Ryerson, soon after his death
in1882, and unveiled with great ceremony on 24 May 1889, is missing, after being vandalized, the head cut off and thrown
into Lake Ontario. There are pictures of the head in Caledonia, but where is the body?

You may not realize this, but Egerton Ryerson, so much vilified as the supposed “architect” of the harmful residential
school system, had nothing to do with it. He supported the voluntary day schools, bilingual (Ojibwe and English) that
Indigenous parents and leaders wanted. His work was on the regular school system—residential schools were under
federal control, at Indian Affairs. The vilification campaign was geared to a name change at the previous Ryerson
University, to Toronto Metropolitan University. The name Ryerson had been used for 73 years. The mood was tense, with
the apparent discovery of “unmarked graves” (at least anomalies by ground penetrating radar) at the former Kamloops
Residential School. Nobody wanted to be “soft” on residential schools.

The then Ryerson University did nothing to safeguard the statue, even as numerous statues were under attack: no closed-
circuit television (CCTV) no security guard. Children’s shoes were placed below the statue, to represent the children he
supposedly killed. His hands were painted red for blood. This is shameful, as Ryerson was a friend of Indigenous people,
named a “brother” by an Ojibwe chief and given an Ojibwe name, Cheechock. The Friends of Egerton Ryerson seek to
restore his honour, to get out the real story of his positive relations with Indigenous people, and his successful advocacy
of free schools for all, when Ontario had few schools, all were fee paying and no teachers were rained.

However, we write with a specific request: the return and re-assembly of the statue. In time, when it is widely understood
that the accusations were false, we would like to see it prominently placed, ultimately on the grounds of Queen’s Park,

until then possibly indoors in the Toronto Reference Library--Ryerson was also a great advocate of free public libraries.

The Friends of Egerton Ryerson are advocates of accurate historical documentation. The statue, paid for by large numbers
across the province, is part of our heritage.

For background on the commissioning of the statue see J. George Hodgins, Ryerson Memorial Volume Prepared on the
Occasion of the Unveiling of the Ryerson Statue in the grounds of the Education Department on the Queen’s Birthday
1889. Toronto: Warwick & Sons 1889.

Yours sincerely,

72 Friends of Egerton Ryerson

https://friendsofegertonryerson.ca friendsofegertonryerson@gmail.com twitter: @ryersonfriends
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