
 
 
 

Minutes for Meeting April 30, 2023 
 
Chair/Zoom:Rose Dyson 
Recorder:Carolyn Edgar 
Present:(22) Lynn McDonald,Rose Dyson, Austin Zhao,Kate McCrone,Rick Fee,Bruce Weber,Irwin Pressman,Victor Shepperd,Gilbert 
Reid,Rick Ryerson,Ron Stagg,Rick McTeer,Carolyn Edgar,Gord McNulty,Len Walker,Garry Tate,Don Mathews, Ann Venton,Phyllis 
Creighton,Dorothy Ottaway,Patrica Arney,David Only. 
Rose introduced our new member Rick Fee, who is a member and retired clergy from the Presbyterian Church. 
Minutes approved by Garry Tate and seconded by Gord McNulty-All were in favour. 
 
Financial  
Currently stable with approx $3,600 with no new donations received in the last month.  
 
Outreach 
Venues  

• May 3 /23 event with Patrice Dutil in the lead, is well organized at the Citadel for 7pm. The topic is Portraits of 19th Century 
Ontario Progressivism: Egerton Ryerson and John A.Mcdonald. 

• Rose is chairing the discussion and David Wilson is attending as a Discussant. 
• Gord McNulty reported that the press release went out a few days ago on the event. He received an acknowledgement from 

Steve Paikin, TVO and Rob Roberts of Postmedia. 
• Other venues are being considered 1.Arts and Letters in Sept  2.Massey College in the Fall. 
• Lynn McDonald has been invited to Christie Gardens to do a powerpoint presentation on Egerton Ryerson on Tues June 20 at 

7:30 for the residents. Carolyn and Olivia have been invited to attend as well. 
• Obtaining a venue at the public libraries has proven somewhat problematic but is still being pursued. 
• Other -with the success of Christie Gardens it was suggested we approach other retirement and independent living homes such 

as Belmont House and Hazelton Place. Rick Fee suggested contacting Chartwell on Sumach St. Toronto and will forward a quick 
bulletin with the Did You Know info. 

 
TMU President Lachemi’s “Troubling Legacy Statement” in CP24 news ( April 26/23) 

• This news clip marked the 1 year since the name of the University had been changed with several comments from various faculty 
members besides  President Lachemi. The glowing endorsements and  attitudes around the Campus were grossly inaccurate as 
we have faculty members who were and continue to be  unhappy about what happened.  

• There was also a report in the Globe and Mail, at that time, on the one year anniversary of the renaming. It was much more 
balanced and acknowledged that there  were differences of opinion on the wisdom of the name change. 

 
Letter by Lynn 
An excellent and detailed letter to Jill Dunlop, MPP Colleges and Universities by Lynn McDonald is being circulated for more signatures. 
 
Video 
The Video is almost completed with more fine tuning required.Ron indicated he will be able to complete his portion fairly soon as his other 
projects are near completion. Olivia McLeod will be directed by Gilbert and taped by Austin with a short introduction to the video. 
 
New Business  
Our strategy going forward was discussed to deal with the dishonesty on behalf of TMU re Ryerson and others. Rick McTeer commented 
that the United Church was up in arms on false information on Ryerson and wanted to pursue them, though Rose had poor results when 
the Rosedale United Church was approached. It was left that letters should go out to the churches and schools in support of Ryerson. 
 
Phyllis also stressed we need to develop a clear strategy (to be further discussed).  
 
The statue and where it remains is still being pursued. Ron may have a lead through the Royal Historical Society and is following up with 
Mike Forbes. 
                                                             
 
Next Friends Meeting  
Sunday, May 28/23 at 4pm via zoom. 

 


