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Minutes of Friends meeting, November 13, 2022 

Lynn McDonald, Rose Dyson, Gord McNulty, Garry Tate,  Ron Stagg, Carolyn Edgar, Olivia Mcleod, Fulin Austin Zhao, Don 
Matthews, Victor Sheppard, Elizabeth Trott, Bruce Weber, Gilbert Reid  

Chair: Ron Stagg 

Recorder: Rose Dyson 

Agenda:  

Minutes from last Meeting: Approved, subject to correction in Don Matthews’s name, by Gord McNulty Seconded by 
Garry Tate.  Carried 

Outreach Committee: Carolyn Edgar reported that 519 Church Street Community Centre has been booked as a venue 
for December 7th for a public meeting. After some discussion it was decided that the event would be a Joint 
Dundas/Egerton Ryerson Meeting with Jan Noel asked to speak on the Dundas issue and provide an update on various 
initiatives underway.  Lynn McDonald will present on Egerton Ryerson which overlaps with the Dundas issue. The format 
will include a Q& A, followed by a short video prepared by Austin Zhao on Betty’s play Does the Truth Matter? Austin 
will, once again, provided the technical expertise. Gilbert made a number of suggestions for publicizing the event. A 
notice will be put up at a local bookstore. He will also send around an invitation to a list of his which includes about 50 
contacts. This will be in addition to the notice to be sent out to 200 people on the Friend’s list. 

Carolyn and Jan are working on flyers for distribution along Dundas pointing out the fallacy of the; name change as well 
as the expense. 

The PP presentation on Ryerson Rose Dyson arranged for Lynn to give at the home of   Yvonne Buckingham, has been 
postponed from November 22nd, to December 6th. It is for a group who meet regularly to discuss “topical issues of the 
day”. Rose will meet again with the former president of Sir Wm Campbell House about the possibility of staging an event 
there. She is also waiting to hear from the Toronto University Women’s Club about the possibility of them hosting an 
event on the Ryerson issue. 

Some discussion ensued regarding the video project chaired by Ron. There has been a delay with Lynn being ill but she is 
now on the mend. It is still a work in progress. Some taping has already been done. Copy contributors are: Ron, Lynn, 
Elizabeth and Rick Ryerson. 

Financial Committee: Carolyn reported that we have had an infusion into the treasury. We now have $5000 and are in a 
better position to finance the aforementioned video. A special thanks was extended to Don Matthews for his 
contribution. 
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Don asked about getting a copy of the paper Elizabeth presented with Robert Timko, in defense of Egerton Ryerson at 
the Mid North Eastern Section Conference of the American Association of Canadian Studies that was held in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. A shortened version will be posted on the website. Elizabeth will also be presenting at a philosophy 
conference in Wales. Her topic will be “Wilful Blindness”. 

Ron reported that legislation has been passed to officially change the name of Ryerson University to the Toronto 
Metropolitan University. Lynn will draft a letter to be sent to all MPPs at Queen’s Park protesting the scandalous, 
slipshod manner in which the decision to do so was arrived at. It will be proof read by Rose, Betty, Gilbert and Ron. 

Olivia Mcleod: Olivia has a blog in which she is refuting Lynn Lavallee’s quotes from Ryerson’s 1847 letter in her article, 
“Response to my colleagues - An assault on Indigenous Peoples”. The full quotes from Ryerson’s 1847 handwritten letter 
are placed in the same row as Lynn’s misleading statements. Olivia’s remarks are featured as: 

“The (Olivia) McLeod Interpretation is the “2000’s language” translation of Egerton Ryerson’s words from 1847". 

Motion to adjourn: Gilbert Reid. Carried. 

 

Next Meeting: January 8th, 2023, 4 pm. 
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