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Minutes for Meeting May 1, 2022 

List of 12 Participants: Lynn Mcdonald, Rose Dyson, Ron Stagg, Rick Ryerson, Anne Venton, Elizabeth Trott, Phyllis 
Creighton, Peter Ryerson, Carolyn Edgar, Gord McNulty, Graham Mudge, Gary Tate. 

Regrets: Nenke Jongkind, Kathleen McCrone, Dorothy Ottaway 

Chair: Ron Stagg 

Recorder: Rose Dyson 

Agenda: Minutes from last Meeting, Update on University Name Change, Reports from: Fundraising, Outreach, and 
Research Committees, Letter to Board of Governors and President Lachemi, Proposed Public Meeting, Other Business, 
Date of Next Meeting. 

Minutes of Meeting April 10, 2022: Approved with one correction. Additional money raised was $450. Motion to adopt 
by Peter Ryerson, Seconded by Elizabeth Trott. 

Update on University Name Change: Good coverage involving our position on the issue of the Name change and Statue 
removal in The Toronto Star on April 30th. Lynn’s letter to editor, among others, was published. Carol will circulate these 
for everyone’s information. No letters sent in to The Globe and Mail by members of Friends, in response to Joe Friesen’s 
article announcing change on April 27th, have been published. Complaints about biased coverage on issue were also 
sent to CBC Ombudsman by Lynn and Rose. Both have received responses. 

The new name, Toronto Metropolitan University, elicited mixed responses. Elizabeth pointed out that the word 
“Metropolitan”connotes ambigious aims which could pose unexpected problems for the university. Rose thought that 
ambiguity might prove to be an advantage, allowing for greater diversity in approaches to inquiry, teaching, etc. At least 
the name can be pronounced. Some thought it was boring. 

Outreach Committee: Was held April 24th. Present: Lynn Mcdonald, Rose Dyson ,Carolyn Edgar, Ron Stagg, Anne 
Venton, Susan Macaulay, Betty Trott, Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg 

Guest : Richard Dundas. 

Carolyn Edgar: Trip Bruce Weber organized for April 11 to Brantford to visit Mississaugas of the Credit was very 
successful. Len Fortune, Lynn McDonald, and Carolyn Edgar met with 2 representatives from the Departments of 
Consultation and Accommodation, as well, and did a tour of the Woodland Cultural Center. 

The Shaw House event on April 20th went well. It is a good venue on Toronto island. About ten people were present. 
Lynn did a successful power point. There was one critic and who made it clear he supported and assisted with the 
proposed name change for Dundas St. We need to hold more of these meetings on the Island and elsewhere. 
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Poster Card was presented - Except for a few slight changes it was unanimously approved for print. The copy will be 
circulated further following this meeting. Len Fortune did a great job. Fact sheets for further information to accompany 
brochure at events are available on web site. 

Olivia Mcleod: Has gotten a date for an event at Christy Gardens for May 26th . 

Betty Trott: Reported progress on play she has written for possible staging at Arts and Letters Club. It will probably be a 
play reading. Demand for other activities is growing as Club opens up more, post COVID. This is reducing potential dates 
and spaces for our own event(s). 

Fundraising Committee: 

Carolyn Edgar: Richard Dundas: presented a plan for GofundMe platform that he is prepared to set up for us, modeled 
on what has already been done for the Dundas group. He circulated related documents beforehand to familiarize 
everyone with the process and the plan. It was approved at the last Outreach Meeting . Richard has been working with a 
colleague who will assist him in setting up our platform as well. He also has some ideas regarding an appropriate PR 
person he is now seeking out for us. The cost for running a GofundMe platform is a minimum of 1.5% of funds collected. 

Joint public meeting: Plan is for amplifying both Dundas /Ryerson misrepresentations. Toronto Reference library, was 
discussed as a possible venue. The Dundas committee is in the process of being consulted regarding participation and 
have expressed interest. 

Proposed letter to Board of Governors and President Lachemi: Lynn’s drafted letter objecting to censorship practice 
established at Ryerson University, was read by Rose Dyson. It is based on what Lynn was told in her meeting with 
executive assistant to the president, Michael Forbes, on April 5th. He informed her that all names of individuals 
presenting briefs would be redacted. These briefs would also be redacted for racist comments. The letter was 
unanimously approved with one abstention regarding a signature. All 11 other signatures will be added from those in 
attendance. More will be requested from wider membership of Friends. Letter will then be posted on website. 

Phyllis Creighton, a historian, referred to an organization , “The Right to Know” she helped form during the Steven 
Harper years when there was an attempt to destroy public archives. She raised the question as to what the function of 
archives are at Ryerson University. Gary Tate pointed out that it also raises the question of who decides what is racist 
content. 

Motion to adjourn Meeting: Moved by Lynn McDonald. Carried. 

Next meeting Sun May 15 at 4pm 
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