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Memorandum 

To: Friends of Egerton Ryerson 

From: Elizabeth Trott and Patrice Dutil 

Re: Meeting with Kathleen Wynne, MPP for Don Valley West, on 9 February, 10:30 to 11:45am. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We made our pitch about name change, process and statue. 

We emphasized how Ryerson the individual should be kept separate from the residential schools question. We 
described the process at Ryerson, emphasizing the lack of due process and faulty research. 

Discussion followed, lots of good questions about his connections and who did what when, but the made-up-mind 
syndrome began to show when we would provide data re dates or events and she would start her sentence “ yes, but…” 
So: 

• She is keenly aware of the bigger picture, wants to acknowledge bad things in our history and be part of change 
towards improving and repairing historical damage. 

• She acknowledges that while much of what has happened in our history is good, it is not as important as being 
seen to be helping to correct what is bad. 

• And as a public figure (retiring in a few months) she will most likely be seen as anti indigenous should she weigh 
in, in support of our concerns. She did not quite say that, but no matter what fact we provided, it was responded 
to in the present setting of fixing the historical mess and correcting wrongs. 

• The fact that E Ryerson may not be relevant in any way to this present project was not registering as worthy of 
concern. 

• Wynne sees Ontario/Canadian history as dominated by white men and, as such, not really worthy of 
preservation 

We stayed focused, and did our best, with a pre-written set of notes. She was interested and friendly, but volunteered 
that it was probably too late ("I haven't seen these arguments before"). Some slight commitment to doing something 
about the statue (such as referring the question to the Speaker of the House), but we expect nothing. 

Conclusion: 

Our conversation showed that the gaps between historical fact and present agendas may not matter. Wynne may well 
be representative of people who think that supporting ER makes them appear to be against indigenous cultural reforms. 
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