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EGERTON RYERSON

D

ear President Mohamed Lachemi,
please humor me and accept this
three-page addendum to my 19-page
reflections and defence of Egerton Ryerson
which I sent you in September.
The addendum is a significant component
of any defence in regard to the charges of
Ryerson’s complicity in the establishment
of 154 Indian Residential Schools.
The singular thread of alleged evidence that has
been brought forward so far by the anti-Ryerson
forces was mined from his 1847 five-page report,
a request from the government of Upper
Canada — the one and only report on Indigenous
education that Ryerson had written during
his tenure as Superintendent of Education.
Last week, I looked into dates and numerical data
presented by both The Indian Residential School
Settlement and The Indian Residential Schools
Independent Assessment Process bodies, from
which I have gauged that it’s virtually impossible
to align Ryerson to any Residential School were
Indigenous learners were victims of cultural
genocide and abuse.
In 1879, the horrific business of cultural
genocide started in earnest, three years after
the enactment of The Indian Act, when Nicholas
Flood Davin submitted a government report
that encouraged the pursuit of “aggressive
civilization.”

— continue next page ...
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The Davin policy report was accepted and put
into play by two main characters, John A.
Macdonald and later, Duncan Campbell Scott.
The misguided duo bastardized Ryerson’s
aspirations for Indigenous schools and his hopes
for Indigenous learners — a hope which was
always moral and supportive.
Over time and in their specific roles, the prime
minister and Scott allowed a flawed framework
into the schools to evolve into a vile and ungodly
environment.
In fulfilling the government’s 1847 request for
a pathway ( report ) to an Indigenous Education
system, Ryerson, in the eyes of his critics, made at
least two unforgivable mistakes.
First, he proposed classes in Christianity to
solidify the character of the student body;
and secondly, he advised the segregation of
Indigenous learners from non-Indigenous
students — for the times, when rampant racism
was a disruptor for the Indigenous and Blacks
communities, it was sound counsel.
Depending on one’s conviction, it’s ironic,
that today, 2/3 of the Indigenous population in
Canada identify as a Christian in one form or
another.
I humbly suggest that in assessing Ryerson’s
alleged liability, we must consider his birth date,
1803 ( in Upper Canada ) and his death in 1882.

Out of the 154 recognized Residential Schools,
140 were activated after his death. Of the 14
that were built before his death, 7 were in
Upper Canada, the part of the “new world” where
Ryerson was engaged as a minister and educator.

MOHAWK INSTITUTE,
Brantford, 1828

1. Ainwick Industrial School / Alderville / 1838
— In this period, Ryerson’s friend, Ojibwa Chief
Kahkewaquonaby ( Sacred Feathers ) had “come to
the conclusion that education, and more particularly
residential schooling, was essential for his people” ...
2. Mohawk Institute Residential School / Brantford /
1828 — Ryerson had just spent a year living in an
Indigenous community at the time ...
3. Mount Elgin Indian Residential School / Muncey
Town / 1848 — In partnership with Ainwick Industrial
School ... In this era, Ryerson was mired in establishing
a free, public school system for Upper Canada ...
4. Shingwauk Indian Residential School / Garden
River / 1873 — Burnt down six days after opening.
It was rebuilt in Sault St. Marie ...
5. Shingwauk Indian Residential School / Sault St.
Marie / 1873 — An Anglican Church operation; part
of its unrelenting quest to becoming the dominant
church in Upper Canada, Ryerson was a Methodist ...
6. Wawaanosh School for Girls / Sault St. Marie /
1877 — In 1900, it merged with Shingwauk IRS ...

The following seven schools were established
in Upper Canada before Ryerson’s death:

7. Armstrong Indian Residential School /Armstrong /
1880 — Ryerson was 77 at the time, retired and two
years away from death …
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It can be only hoped that the anti-Ryerson forces
open their minds to the complete story of Egerton
Ryerson, and not rely solely on his 5-page report,
but that would mean having to do some homework.
Sadly this group is locked in while having
“an intolerance of opposing views, and a vogue
for public shaming and ostracism.”
The latter words in quotes are from A Letter
on Justice and Open Debate printed in Harper’s
Magazine ( July, 2020 ) and signed by more than
a 100 of the brightest minds in North American,
which included Margaret Atwood, Salman
Rushdie, Noam Chomsky and Gloria Steinem.
In my defence of Ryerson, I have received
reprimands from both relatives and fellow
Indigenous members, which is okay because
free speech is a right, even though innocents,
like Ryerson, may fall by the wayside.
The Harper’s Magazine enlighten group also
agreed that “the free exchange of information
and ideas, the lifeblood of a liberal society, is
daily becoming more constricted … ( and ) it is
now all too common to hear calls for swift and
severe retribution in response to perceived
transgressions of speech and thought.”

Egerton Ryerson, metaphorically is now on
death row; God and the Great Spirit willing,
your University will not pull the switch on this
special man.
What’s at stake, if the anti-Ryerson forces
are wrong and an execution is carried out?
Only the truth, Egerton Ryerson’s legacy,
the integrity and future of social justice protests
and the reputation of the University.
Yours respectfully in peace and justice, stay safe,
Len Fortune

‘

‘

In reviewing the numbers and dates of the
established Residential Schools built during
the Ryerson’s time, it’s a stretch to incriminate him
in the tragedy that stole the orenda of Indigenous
students and crippled them both mentally and
physically.

EGERTON RYERSON WROTE the above words during his
time living with the Indigenous People of the Credit River

